
Dissemination  
 

Efforts to disseminate information about regulatory strategies and to encourage 
their adoption have been shown to be most effective when information and 
communication channels are tailored to the needs of individual communities.  
Community adult and youth leaders utilize a number of environmental strategies 
such as Responsible Beverage Service Training and Social Host Ordinance. The 
sample flyer is from the North County Prevention Partnership in San Mateo 
County. This Spring they offered three free trainings, supported by local 
stakeholders including law enforcement, and provided by a certified trainer. 

PRC Community Outreach Newsletter 
includes:  
 

¶ Recent contributions to the Resources site by 
PRC and PIRE researchers 
¶ Updates on policies such as interlock laws 
¶ Community-based impaired-driving programs 
¶ Community projects focused on alcohol issues 
¶ Article contributions from others such as law 

enforcement and youth serving organizations 
¶ Recent drinking trends, including US and other 

country reports on alcohol consumption and 
problems 
¶ Links to recent studies by other scholars on alcohol issues such 

as parent, community, and peer influences and prevention 
programs  
¶ Statistics on alcohol-related risk of driver fatalities 

Improvements in enforcement of purchase 
age laws  
 

More vigorous enforcement of minimum purchase 
age at the community level has been shown to 
reduce sales to minors, reducing attempted alcohol 
purchases by underage people and self-reported 
underage drinking, and reducing single vehicle 

nighttime crashes among underage people. 
 

Establishment and enforcement of responsible 
beverage service regulations  
 

Establishment and enforcement of regulations requiring responsible 
beverage service by alcohol outlets can have an impact on impaired 
driving. Especially effective is enhanced enforcement of laws 
against sales/service to intoxicated patrons. Notifying licensees of 
enforcement campaigns followed by visits by undercover police resulted in 
reductions in the percentage of DUI arrestees who reported having consumed their 
last drink in an intervention setting. 

Alcohol Service and Sales Practices  
 

Community coalitions are engaged in various activities to increase server 
responsibility. Their projects include: 
 
¶ RBST (Responsible Beverage Service Training - 

including free trainings to local servers and retailers 
¶ RAMA (Responsible Alcohol Merchant Awards) 
¶ Youth Access to Alcohol 
¶ Store Environment Evaluations 
¶ Alternative options for merchants/servers cited for selling/

serving to a minor 
¶ Healthy Store Makeovers including alcohol placement and 

minimum age signs 
¶ SHO (Social Host Ordinance) 
¶ Working with retailers to end the sales of products such as alcopops 

 

Community Feedback on Environmental Strategies  
Most Used  Most Effective  Most Important Issues  

RBST RBST Youth Access 
SHO RAMA Binge Drinking 
Compliance checks Compliance Checks Drinking and Driving 
Media/Literacy Social Norms Crime/Violence Related to Alcohol 
 

PRC has contributed important, key findings on how alcohol 

outlets are located, licensed, and regulated, and the problems that arise in a 
community such as violence, impaired driving, underage drinking, and quality 
of life. Our Alcohol Outlet Resources Page includes articles on: 
 
¶ Role of Outlet Location and Density in Alcohol Problems: 

What Communities Can Do 
¶ Traffic Safety and alcohol Regulation 
¶ Alcohol Outlets Associated with Injuries Among Youth and Young Adults 
¶ Report Shows Concentration of Bars, Liquor Stores Linked to Neighborhood Violence 

Zoning and licensing laws to regulate the density 
and location of alcohol outlets  
 
Density of alcohol outlets is associated with alcohol-related 
motor vehicle crashes. Studies find significant correlations 
between how easily and conveniently alcohol is available and 
the occurrence of traffic crashes, even when many of the  
other features of the local environment are taken into account.   

 

Changes in college campus environments  
 

Changes in the alcohol environments on and around college 
campuses can reduce risky drinking and impaired driving. The 
results of one study in California showed that students were 
significantly less likely to become intoxicated at intervention 
universities compared to the control campuses.  
 

Safer College Environmental Strategies  
   Nuisance party enforcement operations 
   Minor decoy operations 
   Driving-under-the-influence checkpoints 
   Social host ordinances 
Campus and local media helped maximize visibility of environmental strategies  

Community Regulation of Alcohol 
Availability: Evidence of Effectiveness 

and Challenges for Implementation  

Regulation of the availability of alcohol has been found to be a very important factor in alcohol 
impaired driving, as well as other alcohol related problems. Such factors as minimum purchase age 
for alcohol, the density and location of alcohol outlets, and alcohol service and sales practices have 
all been found to be related to impaired driving. Recent research has added to knowledge about the 
potential for regulatory strategies to reduce alcohol impaired driving, giving communities additional 
tools for preventing alcohol related harm. This poster summarizes recent findings about alcohol 
regulation as related to impaired driving. It also describes our efforts to disseminate and facilitate the 
use of this information at the community level. In particular, it focuses on an ongoing dissemination 
and education project working with community agencies and organizations in a sample of cities in 
California. 
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