Cooperating Taverns and Alcohol Retailers’ Agreement
Whereas, Underage drinking and over-serving patrons create serious threats to the health and safety of youth and the general public; and
Whereas, I am a responsible merchant and member of the greater Baltimore County community committed to reducing these threats; and

Whereas, My objective is for my establishment to provide a safe and entertaining place for the public to meet; and

Whereas, I understand that a pivotal part of providing such an atmosphere is the serving of food and drink in a responsible manner; and,

Whereas, As a responsible seller of alcohol, I realize this agreement includes the exercise of due diligence in serving only individuals who are 21 years old or older, and refraining from serving patrons who are intoxicated. 

We, the undersigned, representing the establishment listed on this contract, agree to do the following: 
· Strive to prevent sales or service to anyone under the age of 21 by diligently checking state issued identification cards (assure proper ID is presented by checking identification of all patrons who appear to be under the age of 30).   Utilize an ID Checking Guide which is revised and updated annually as a reference for verifying identification. If a young patron seeks admittance by showing a college ID, ask for additional identification verifying that they are 21.
· Post signs warning that individuals under 21 years old will not be served.

· Post signs warning of the penalties to adults who provide alcohol to individuals under 21 years of age.  

· Strive to maintain adequate and well-trained staff.  Promote responsible service training for management and staff. Provide written polices and procedures for all new hires and require that they sign-off on policy list (see samples attached).

· Strive to utilize ID scanning devices when possible.

· Strive to avoid alcohol displays that appeal to youth.

· Strive to encourage designated drivers by offering a selection of adult alcohol-free alternative beverages.

· Strive to avoid promotions or drink specials that may lead to over consumption.  Promote food specials to complement beverages.

· Allow no drinking games on premises, e.g., beer pong.

· Provide support for servers who refuse service to intoxicated persons.  Offer non-alcoholic beverages and assistance in finding a safe way home. 

· Strive to maintain good relations with neighbors (encourage patrons to behave responsibly when leaving establishment by signage or verbally).

· Strive to sweep bars/taverns at 9 p.m. for individuals under 21 who entered prior to the 9 p.m. cut-off.

Name of Establishment (please print) 

Street Address
City

State

Zip
Signature(s)                                  

Printed Name/Title                         

Date

A window cling denoting your establishment as a Cooperating Tavern and Alcohol Retailer is attached for posting in your window.

